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March 11: In Tiquisate, Esquintla department, anti-riot police used force to evict 300 indigenous
agricultural workers from the premises of the Maria Olga plantation. The workers occupied the
plantation on March 2. Maria Teresa Anabisca, leader of the Southern Pro-Land Committee,
was killed and three police officers were wounded. Police arrested 36 persons, including three
European members of the International Peace Brigades, who were present in the capacity of
observers. Government officials said police agents were attacked with machetes, firearms, sticks
and rocks. March 13: Government spokesperson Gonzalo Asturias said that President Jorge
Serrano had promised the squatters land in Chisec, Alta Verapaz department, but that the offer
had been rejected. The workers said they preferred to remain in Esquintla. The three Europeans,
he said, would be deported. Mutual Support Group (GAM) spokespersons said that police acted
without a court order. Moreover, according to GAM, deportation of the Europeans was illegal.
March 14: Human Rights Ombudsman Ramiro de Leon Carpio said failure to obtain an eviction
order from a judge made the police action illegal. De Leon Carpio asserted that the agricultural
workers' demands were legitimate since their lands had been confiscated in 1954. He added
that deportation of the Europeans represented progress, since in the past they would have been
"disappeared." (Basic data from ACAN-EFE, 03/13/91; AFP, 03/13/91, 03/14/91)
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